
SHRI KETHAVATH SOMLAL

 Shri Kethavath Somlal belongs to the Schedule Tribe Lambadi community. He is 
known for his contribution to the preservation and promotion of Banjara culture and 
language.

2. Born on 8  August, 1959 into a poor family in Akuthota Bavi Thanda, a hamlet in the th

Yadadri Bhongir district of Telangana State, Shri Somlal pursued his education at Osmania 
University, Hyderabad, obtaining qualifications including MA, M.Phil, B.Ed, and LLB. Following 
his education, he began his professional career at the State Bank of India, serving until he opted 
for Voluntary Retirement Scheme (VRS) in 2013, holding the position of Deputy Manager.

3. Shri Somlal has been deeply involved in collecting and promoting folk songs from 
Tandas. He has compiled albums, performed on stages, and featured on All India Radio and 
Doordarshan to raise social awareness and motivate people in the fields of education and 
social reform. In 1986, he authored and published the drama "Tholi Velugu." The following 
year, in 1987, he contributed to Andhra Bhoomi daily newspaper, writing the history of the 
Banjara community titled "Coolie lu Palerlu ga marina okappati Raja Putra Lambadilu." He 
dedicated significant efforts to preserving and promoting the cultural heritage of the Banjara 
(Lambadi) community. He has written and recorded devotional songs depicting the lives of 
Sant Sri Sevalal Maharaj, Hathiram Bavoji, Merama Mai, Tulja Bhavani, Venkateswara 
Swamy, and Anjaneya Swamy.

4. Shri Somlal's life epitomizes dedication to the development and preservation of 
Banjara (Lambadi) language and culture. His devotion to his community, fueled by strong 
determination, led him to undertake the translation of  701 slokas of the Bhagavad Gita into 
the Lambadi language in the year 1990. He submitted the manuscript for free publication to 
his Banjara people at the esteemed Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam (TTD) press and after 23 
years of persistent efforts, the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam (TTD) press published the 
Banjara Bhagavad Gita in 2014. This historic publication was released by Supreme Court 
Chief Justice H.L. Dattu and Justice N.V. Ramana during the Tirumala Sri Vari 
Brahmotsavam. To prevent the extinction of the Banjara language, Shri Somlal authored the 
Banjara Telugu Padakosham, which was published by the Telangana Government's 
Department of Tribal Welfare in 2021.

5. Shri Somlal  was recognized for his contributions to art and culture. In 2006, he was 
honoured with the Swarna Kankanam (Gold Bracelet) for his inspirational songs and social 
service. He received the "Uttama Kalakar" (Best Artist) award from the Telangana Chief 
Minister on Telangana Formation Day in 2017. He  was  awarded the "Banjara Janapada 
Brahma" in 2001 by the All India Banjara Seva Sangh, the "Banjara Kala Ratna" in 2013 by 
the Heera Bai Banjara Memorial Trust, the "Best Folk Artist" award by the Department of 
Language and Culture, Government of Telangana in 2017, and the "Banjara Ratna" by the 
Swamy Naik Memorial Society in 2020.

Padma Shri



 rkorJh ds  lkseyky vuqlwfpr tutkfr yackMh leqnk; ls gSaA mUgsa catkjk laL—fr vkSj Hkk"kk ds laj{k.k 
vkSj çpkj&çlkj esa muds ;ksxnku ds fy, tkuk tkrk gSA

2-  8 vxLr] 1959 dks rsyaxkuk jkT; ds ;nkæh Hkksafxj ftys ds ,d NksVs ls xkao vdqFkksVk ckoh FkkaMk esa ,d 
xjhc ifjokj esa tUes] Jh lkseyky us mLekfu;k foÜofo|ky;] gSnjkckn ls ,e ,] ,e-fQy] ch,M] vkSj ,y,ych 
dh fMxzh çkIr dhA f'k{kk gkfly djus ds ckn] mUgksaus Hkkjrh; LVsV cSad esa viuk is'ksoj dfj;j 'kq: fd;k vkSj 
2013 esa mi çcaèkd ds in ls LoSfPNd lsokfuòfÙk ys yhA

3-  Jh lkseyky rkaMl ds yksdxhrksa ds laxzg vkSj çpkj&çlkj esa xgjkÃ ls 'kkfey jgs gSaA mUgksaus lkekftd 
tkx:drk c<+kus vkSj f'k{kk vkSj lkekftd lqèkkj ds {ks= esa yksxksa dks çsfjr djus ds fy, ,Yce ladfyr fd, gSa] 
eapksa ij çn'kZu fd;k gS vkSj v‚y bafM;k jsfM;ks vkSj nwjn'kZu ij çLrqfr nh gSA 1986 esa] mUgksaus ÞFkksyh osyqxqÞ 
ukVd fy[kk vkSj çdkf'kr fd;kA vxys o"kZ] 1987 esa] mUgksaus vkaèkz Hkwfe nSfud lekpkj i= esa ;ksxnku fn;k] 
ftlesa mUgksaus Þdqyh yw iysjyw xk ejhuk vksdkifr jktk iq= yackMhyqÞ 'kh"kZd ls catkjk leqnk; dk bfrgkl 
fy[kkA mUgksaus catkjk ¼yackMh½ leqnk; dh lkaL—frd fojklr ds laj{k.k vkSj çksRlkgu ds fy, mYys[kuh; ç;kl 
fd,A mUgksaus lar Jh lsokyky egkjkt] gkFkhjke ckoksth] esjkek ekÃ] rqytk Hkokuh] osadVsÜoj Lokeh vkSj vatus; 
Lokeh ds thou dks n'kkZus okys Hkfä xhr fy[ks vkSj fjd‚MZ fd, gSaA

4-  Jh lkseyky dk thou catkjk ¼yackMh½ Hkk"kk vkSj laL—fr ds fodkl vkSj laj{k.k ds çfr leiZ.k dk çrhd 
gSA vius leqnk; ds çfr mudh fu"Bk vkSj –<+ ladYi ls og o"kZ 1990 esa Hkxon~ xhrk ds 701 'yksdksa dk yEckMh 
Hkk"kk esa vuqokn djus ds fy, çsfjr gq,A mUgksaus fu%'kqYd çdk'ku ds fy, vius catkjk yksxksa ij ikaMqfyfi çfrf"Br 
fr#ekyk fr#ifr nsoLFkkue çsl dks eq¶r çdk'ku ds fy, HksaV dh vkSj 23 o"kks± ds vuojr ç;klksa ds ckn] 
fr#ekyk fr#ifr nsoLFkkue çsl us 2014 esa catkjk Hkxon~ xhrk çdkf'kr dhA ;g ,sfrgkfld çdk'ku fr#ekyk 
Jh okjh czãksRloe ds nkSjku mPpre U;k;ky; ds eq[; U;k;kèkh'k ,p-,y- nÙkw vkSj U;k;ewÆr ,u-oh- jeUuk }kjk 
yksdkÆir fd;k x;k FkkA catkjk Hkk"kk dks foyqIr gksus ls jksdus ds fy,] Jh lkseyky us catkjk rsyqxq indks'ke 
fy[kk] ftls 2021 esa rsyaxkuk ljdkj ds tutkrh; dY;k.k foHkkx }kjk çdkf'kr fd;k x;k FkkA

5- Jh lkseyky dks dyk vkSj laL—fr esa muds ;ksxnku ds fy, lEekfur fd;k x;kA 2006 esa] muds çsj.kknk;d  
xhrksa vkSj lkekftd lsok ds fy, mUgsa Lo.kZ dadue ¼lksus dk daxu½ ls lEekfur fd;k x;k FkkA mUgsa 2017 esa rsyaxkuk 
LFkkiuk fnol ij rsyaxkuk ds eq[;ea=h }kjk ÞmÙke dykdkjÞ ¼loZJs"B dykdkj½ iqjLdkj çnku fd;k x;kA mUgsa 2001 
esa vf[ky Hkkjrh; catkjk lsok la?k }kjk Þcatkjk tuin czãkÞ] 2013 esa ghjk ckÃ catkjk eseksfj;y VªLV }kjk Þcatkjk dyk 
jRuÞ] 2017 esa Hkk"kk vkSj laL—fr foHkkx] rsyaxkuk ljdkj }kjk ÞloZJs"B yksd dykdkjÞ iqjLdkj] vkSj 2020 esa Lokeh 
ukbd eseksfj;y lkslkbVh }kjk Þcatkjk jRuÞ iqjLdkj ls lEekfur fd;k x;kA

Jh ds  lkseykyrkor
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